Echocardiographic features of aortic valve endocarditis in a dog, a cow, and a horse.
A horse, a cow, and a dog with aortic valve vegetative endocarditis were studied by M-mode echocardiography. Echocardiographic abnormalities of the aortic valve, mitral valve, and left ventricle were observed. These features were identical to those reported in human beings with aortic valve endocarditis. Abnormalities associated with aortic valve endocarditis included irregular thickening of the valve, multiple linear echoes in the aortic root, diastolic prolapse of the aortic vegetation, and diastolic fluttering of a torn aortic valve. Some of these features were found in each animal. The consequences of aortic regurgitation observed by echocardiography were left ventricular dilation, diastolic fluttering of the mitral valve, premature closure of the mitral valve, and left ventricular hyperkinesia.